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International application No. PCT/GB00/031 05 


I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -6 as originally filed 


2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 


6. Additional observations, if necessary: 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-18 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-18 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1 -1 8 

No: Claims 


2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 US 4 489 770 A 
D2 US 5 249 770 A 

Re Item V 

1. Document D1 considered as closest prior art discloses a pouch (c 1/1 25) for an 
electric device. The pouch is provided with an opening (c 1/1 45) for the 
introduction/removal of the electronic device and a hook for securing the pouch to 
a frame/rope (Fig. 2). 

Independent claim 1 differs with respect to D1 in that the securing means for 
releasable securing the pouch to a frame is not a hook but a collar. 
Therefore, independent claim 1 does fulfill the requirements of Art. 33(2) PCT with 
respect to novelty. 

The technical problem can be seen as an alternative securing device. 

The feature 'securing means for releasable securing the pouch to a frame by 
means of a collar' is described in document D2 (c 3/I 14-30 and c 3/I 42-47 and 
fig. 4) as providing the same advantages as in the present application. The skilled 
person would therefore regard it as a normal option to substitute the hook of D1 
for the collar of D2v in order to solve the problem posed. 

Hence, independent claim 1 does not fulfill the requirements of Art 33(3) PCT with 
respect to inventive step. 

2. Dependent claims 2- 6, 8-16 do not contain any additional technical feature which 
is not already disclosed in the documents cited in the search report. Therefore, a 
combination of these features with the independent claim 1 would not fulfill the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

3. Dependent claim 17 discloses an embodiment which is not present in any of the 
documents cited in the search report. However, the technical feature disclosed is 
merely a design (shape of the pouch) option which is considered as general 
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practice (design option) for the skilled person. Furthermore, the subject-matter of 
D1 was disclosed for use in conjunction with a radio or tape unit (1984) at a time 
when CD or MD players were not available. Therefore to adapt the shape of the 
pouch to the shape of the device is considered as general practice for the skilled 
person. Therefore, it is not considered that a combination with the independent 
claim 1 could fulfill the requirements of Art 33(3) EPC. 

4. Independent claim 18 discloses an arrangement comprising an exercise 

apparatus (known) and the subject-matter of the independent claim 1 which does 
not fulfill the requirements of Art. 33 PCT. Independent claim 18 is not considered 
as fulfilling the requirements of Art. 33 PCT because this combination can be 
found in D2 (c 3/I 46-50). 

Re Item VII 

1 . In order to fulfill the requirements of R.5.1 (a)(ii) the closest prior art document 
should have been mentioned and briefly discussed in the description. 

2. In order to fulfill the requirements of R. 6.3 (b)(i)(ii) PCT the independent claims 
should have been formulated in two part form. 

Re Item VIII 

1. Independent claim 1 and 18 lack clarity (Art. 6 PCT) because the carrier mount 
comprises a pouch shaped and dimensioned to hold a device which is not 
defined, i.e. the personal electronic device can define anything from a watch to a 
Personal Computer. 

2. Although claims 1 and 18 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each 
other only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is 
sought . The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness (Art. 6 PCT). 
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(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 

Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
P46649W0 

FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 

(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 

International application No. 

International filing date (day/month/year) 

(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

PCT/GB 00/03105 

11/08/2000 

17/08/1999 

Applicant 



HUGHES, Clyde 




This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 4 sheets. 

[X] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 


Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 


language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 


2. 
3. 


the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 
[ ] contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
f | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

| | the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

P~| the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

| | Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
| | Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

With regard to the title, 

|"X"| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 


5. With regard to the abstract, 

[ | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant, 
the text has been established, according to Rule 3 

within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 
The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No 


pr-| the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 


[ | as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

|X| because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

[ | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 


A carrier mount (1) for a personal electronic device has a pouch (2) to hold 
the device, and an opening (10) through which the device may be introduced 
into the interior of the pouch. The pouch is securable to a frame of 
exercise apparatus by means of a releasable securing collar (7) which is 
typically adjustable to secure to frames of differing dimensions. The pouch 
is typically of padded water resistant material. 
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Carrier Mount 


The present invention relates to a carrier mount and 
particularly to a carrier mount for personal effects such 
5 as personal electronic apparatus including, but not limited 

to, mobile phones, personal stereo players and other audio 
apparatus to be used when exercising on exercise apparatus. 

Personal disc and tape players are known which are provided 
10 with means of a attachment to the person of a user. 

Likewise, mobile phone carriers are well known. Such 
arrangements are often used during exercise. Such players 
and carriers are typically clipped to a users belt or 
waistband. 

15 

An improved arrangement has now been devised. 

According to a first aspect, the invention provides a 
carrier mount for a personal electronic device, which 
20 carrier mount comprises: 

i) a pouch shaped and dimensioned to hold the 
device, and having a opening through which the 
device may be introduced into the interior of the 
2 5 pouch ; and , 


ii) securing means for releasably securing the pouch 
to a frame member comprising exercise apparatus, 
the securing means including a collar arranged to 
30 secure around the frame member. 
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The invention enables the device (e.g. mobile phone, audio 
player, etc) to be securely attached to the frame of an 
exercise machine (such as a jogging machine or a cycle 
frame) rather than attached to the person of the user. 
This enables the controls of the device to be accessed more 
conveniently during exercise (and, particularly for disc 
players, track jumping during vigorous exercise to be 
reduced or prevented) . The carrier mount also exhibits 
further advantageous features as described herein. 

The pouch is preferably flexible, and/or of water resistant 
or waterproof material. Desirably the pouch is padded or 
quilted to minimise the risk of impact or shock damage to 
the electronic device. 

Closure means is preferably provided for substantially 
closing the mouth of the pouch when the device is received 
in the interior of the pouch. The closure means may 
comprise zipper arrangement or, alternatively any other 
means of holding the mouth of the pouch in a closed 
condition. 

The pouch is preferably provided with a further pocket 
either internally or, more preferably externally of the 
pouch. The pocket is beneficially sealable, typically by 
means of a zipper arrangement or the like. 

Means is preferably provided for permitting an electrical 
connection lead (for headphones, earplugs or the like) to 
extend into the interior of the pouch when the mouth is 
substantially closed. In one embodiment this may be 


' WO 01/12010 PCT/GBOO/03105 
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achieved by the closure means for closing the mouth being 
configured to define or permit a relatively small aperture 
or gap permitting the connection lead to extend 
therethrough . In an alternative embodiment an aperture 
preformed in the pouch may perform this function. 

The collar portion of the securing means is preferably 
arranged to be positioned adjacent a wall of the pouch. 
Means is preferably provided for ensuring a tight fit of 
the collar about the tubular frame element of the exercise 
apparatus. The collar is preferably therefore tightenable 
about the tubular frame element, and also preferably 
subsequently loosenable to permit removal of the securing 
means from the tubular frame. 

In one embodiment, the securing means may comprise a rigid 
or spring tightenable collar bracket (which may be a split 
collar) , desirably having means for selectively altering 
the effective collar diameter to permit tightening and/or 
loosening. 

In an alternative embodiment, the securing means may 
comprise a flexible element (such as a length of webbing or 
the like) arranged to pass over the tubular frame element. 
Typically in such an embodiment the flexible element length 
will be connected proximate a first end to the pouch and 
releasably connected proximate a second end to the pouch. 
The releasable connection will beneficially be by means of 
a quick release fastening arrangement, such as a popper, 
stud or VELCRO type connection. 
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The pouch is preferably configured to have opposed side 
panels defining major faces and a relatively shallow depth 
(width) . The precise configuration will depend upon the 
shape of the device to be retained in the carrier mount. 
The mouth is preferably provided along the uppermost edge 
of the pouch. The uppermost edge of the pouch is 
preferably substantially arcuate, particularly for 
receiving a disc player. 

According to a further aspect, the invention provides, in 
combination: 


i) exercise apparatus; and, 

ii) a carrier mount for a personal electronic device, 
which carrier mount comprises: 

a) a pouch shaped and dimensioned to hold the 
electronic device, and having an opening 
through which the electronic device may be 
introduced into the interior of the pouch; 
and, 


b) securing means for releasably securing the 
pouch to a frame member comprising exercise 
apparatus, the securing means including a 
collar arranged to secure around the frame 
member. 


The invention will now be further described in a specific 
embodiment, by way of example only, and with reference to 


WO 01/12010 


PCT/GB00/03105 


-5- 


the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic side view of a carrier mount 
according to the invention; and, 

Figure 2 is a schematic end elevation of the carrier mount 
of figure 1. 

Referring to the drawings there is shown a carrier mount 1 
for a personal CD player (not shown) . The carrier mount 1 
comprises a relatively compliant pouch 2 having opposed 
major panels 3,4 of padded material having respective 
plastics (waterproof) outer skins. The uppermost edge of 
the pouch 2 is arcuate and provided with an elongate mouth 
10 (permitting access to the interior of the pouch 2. The 
mouth 10 is provided with a zip fastener closure 
arrangement 5. (As an alternative a VELCRO type closure 
could be provided) . 

Rear panel 4 of the pouch 2 is has secured (typically by 
stitching) a securing bracket 6 including a collar 7 
expandable and contractible by means of a screw actuator 8, 
A zipper closure pocket 9 is provided on front panel 3 of 
the pouch. 

In use a personal CD player is received in the interior of 
the pouch 2 and the zipper 5 closed to close the mouth 10 
of the pouch. A small gap is left unclosed by the zipper 
5 permitting the earpiece electrical connection lead to 
pass into the pouch and connect to the CD player. The - 
bracket 6 is opened by releasing screw actuator 9, thereby 
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permitting the split collar 7 to be located around a 
tubular frame member of a selected exercise apparatus. The 
collar is then contracted by manual manipulation of 
actuator 7 to contract and clamp securely on the tubular 
frame element of the exercise apparatus. Other collar 
arrangements are envisaged (such as a flexible web material 
length passing against the frame member) , however the 
secure clamping of the expandable/contractible collar is 
preferred . 

The carrier mount of the invention enables a user to 
securely mount audio apparatus to exercise apparatus, 
whilst enabling unfettered use as normal. The waterproof 
(or at least water resistant) skin of the pouch is 
particularly useful for gym situations in which 
perspiration is particularly prevalent. The padded or 
quilted nature of the pouch also guards against shock or 
impact damage to the audio apparatus . 

It will be appreciated that the invention has been 
described in an exemplary embodiment for use with an audio 
device. It will however be readily apparent that the 
invention encompasses use with other devices, particularly 
other personal electronic devices such as mobile phones and 
the like. 
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Claims : 
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a carrier mount for a personal electronic device, 
which carrier mount comprises: 

i) a pouch shaped and dimensioned to hold the 
device, and having a opening through which the 
device may be introduced into the interior of the 
pouch; and, 

ii) securing means for releasably securing the pouch 
to a frame member comprising exercise apparatus, 
the securing means including a collar arranged to 
secure around the frame member, 

A carrier mount according to claim 1, wherein the 
pouch comprises a flexible (conformable) material. 

A carrier mount according to claim 1 or claim 2, 
wherein at least a portion of. the exterior of the 
pouch comprises a waterproof or water resistant 
material . 

A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein the pouch has an impact resistant panel 
portion such as a quilted or padded panel portion. 

A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein the pouch comprises opposed major faces and an 
opening in the region of the upper portion of the 
major faces permitting the electronic device to be 
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received between the opposed major faces. 


A carrier mount according to any preceding claim 
including' closure means for partially closing the 
opening to inhibit removal of the electronic device 
but define a smaller opening permitting an electrical 
cable connected to the device to extend into the 
interior of the pouch. 

A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
including closure means for at least partially closing 
the pouch opening wherein the closure means draws 
together the opening defining edges of the pouch. 

A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein means is provided for permitting an electrical 
connection lead (for headphones, earplugs or the like) 
-to extend into the interior of the pouch when the 
mouth is substantially closed. 


A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein closure means for closing the opening through 
which the device is introduced comprises a zipper 
closure. 


A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein the collar portion of the securing means is 
positioned adjacent a wall of the pouch. 


. A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, - 
wherein the collar of the securing means is adjustable 
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for ensuring a tight fit of the collar about tubular 
frame members of differing dimensions. 

12. A carrier mount according to claim 11, wherein the 
collar is tightenable about the tubular frame element, 
and also subsequently loosenable to permit removal of 
the securing means from the frame . 

13 . A. carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein the securing means comprises a rigid or spring 
tightenable collar bracket. 

14 . A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein the securing means collar comprises a flexible 
element (such as a length of webbing or the like) 
arranged to pass over the tubular frame element . 

15. A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein the securing means is a quick release 
fastening arrangement . 

16. A carrier mount according to any preceding claim, 
wherein the pouch is configured to have opposed side 
panels defining major faces and a relatively shallow 
depth (width) . 

17. A carrier mount according to. any preceding claim, 
wherein the aperture for receiving the device is 
provided along the uppermost edge of the pouch, The 
uppermost edge of the pouch being substantially . 
arcuate, particularly for receiving a disc player. 
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18. An arrangement comprising, in combination: 

i) exercise apparatus; and, 

ii) a carrier mount for a personal electronic device, 
which carrier mount comprises : 

c) a pouch shaped and dimensioned to hold the 
electronic device, and having an opening 
through which the electronic device may be 
introduced into the interior of the pouch; 
and, 

d) securing means for releasably securing the 
pouch to a frame member comprising exercise 
apparatus, the securing means including a 
collar arranged to secure around the frame 
member . 
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